Prokineticin 1 expression in gastrointestinal tumors.
We studied prokineticin 1 (PROK1) expression in human gastrointestinal carcinomas by immunohistochemistry. PROK1 expression was examined in human gastrointestinal cancer cell lines and primary gastrointestinal lesions. In addition the relationship between the number of blood vessels and PROK1 expression in these primary lesions was examined. PROK1 expression was observed in gastrointestinal cancer cell lines. PROK1 expression was not observed in healthy gastrointestinal mucosa, but was observed in the primary lesions in 23 out of 98 (31.6%) patients with colorectal cancer, 19 out of 55 (34.5%) patients with gastric cancer, and 5 of 10 (50%) patients with cancer of the small intestine. PROK1 expression was observed in many patients with advanced gastrointestinal cancer. The number of blood vessels in PROK1-positive primary gastrointestinal lesions was higher than that in PROK1-negative primary lesions. PROK1 expression might be related to the extent of malignancy in gastrointestinal cancer.